Black Is... 1999: Nonfiction 
Booklists for Adults 


Contemporary Issues 
*Recommended for Teens 


*THE BLACK ‘O’: Racism and Redemption in an American Corporate Empire 
by Steve Watkins. 

What happened after white managers, fired for ignoring the application forms of 
black job seekers, sued Shoney’s restaurant chain. 

HD8081 .A65 W38 1997 


DOUBLE BURDEN: Black Women and Everyday Racism 

by Yanick St. Jean and Joe R. Feagin. 

Middle-class black women tell of their lives and experiences "in their own words, as 
they see and deal with them." 

E185.86 .S695 1998 


*A HOPE IN THE UNSEEN: An American Odyssey from the Inner City to the 
Ivy League 

by Ron Suskind. 

The efforts of an ambitious youth as he struggles for acceptance into Brown 
University and then in his studies there is based on the Pulitzer-Prize winning Wall 
Street Journal series. 

LC2803 .W3 .S87 1998 


IN THE MEANTIME: Finding Yourself and the Love that You Want 
by Iyanla Vanzant. 

"You cannot love someone else until you know and love yourself." 
BL626.4 .V36 1998 


LIFT EVERY VOICE: Turning a Civil Rights Setback into a New Vision of 
Social Justice 

by Lani Guinier. 

Her views and her tumultuous experiences with government and politics during the 
Clinton years. 

E185.97 .G94 G85 1998 


LOVE LESSONS: African Americans and Sex, Romance and Marriage in the 
90s 

by George Davis. 

Another compilation of interviews by the author of Love, Black Love. 

E185.86 .D3855 1998 


*ON THE OUTSIDE LOOKING IN: Stories from an Inner City High School 
by Cristina Rathbone. 

A year in the lives—and sometimes deaths—of a group of inner city students at a 
"last chance" high school. 

LC5131 .R38 1998 


*THE OTHER SIDE OF THE RIVER: A Story of Two Towns, a Death, and 
America’s Dilemma 

by Alex Kotlowitz. 

Examines the case of an African American teenager found dead in a Michigan River 
separating white and black communities. 

F574.S26 K68 1998 


RACE FOR SUCCESS: The Ten Best Business Opportunities for Blacks in 
America 

by George C. Fraser. 

HD2344.5.U6 F73 1998 


REACHING UP FOR MANHOOD: Transforming the Lives of Boys 

in America 

by Geoffrey Canada. 

"More and more I have become concerned with what boys think they should be, and 
what they believe it means to be a man." 

HQ775 .C35 1998 


WAITING FOR A MIRACLE: Why Schools Can’t Solve Our Problems and How 
We Can 

by Dr. James P. Comer. 

Calls for the inclusion of child development in public education reform. 

HQ769 .C6325 1997 


Expressions 
*Recommended for Teens 


AFRICAN-AMERICAN WEDDING READINGS 

edited by Tamara Nikuradse. Prayers, poems, biblical verse, and proverbs from 
Africa. 

E185.86 .A33445 1998 


BLACK-EYED PEAS FOR THE SOUL: Tales to Strengthen the African American 
Spirit and En-courage the Heart 

by Donna Marie Williams. 

E185.86 .W487 1997 


BLUES UP AND DOWN: Jazz in Our Time 
by Tom Piazza. 

Is jazz dead? Two opposing viewpoints. 
ML3507 .P5 1997 


EV’RY TIME I FEEL THE SPIRIT: 101 Best-Loved Psalms, Gospel Hymns, and 
Spiritual Songs of the African-American Church 

by Gwendolin Sims Warren. 

M1670 .W37 1997x 


THE GHOSTS OF MEDGAR EVERS: A Tale of Race, Murder, Mississippi, and 
Hollywood 
by Willie Morris. 


"How the trial of Medgar Evers’s killer became a Hollywood film." 
PN1997.G447 M67 1998 


*GO DOWN, MOSES: A Celebration of the African-American Spiritual 

by Richard Newman. 

Includes lyrics to 200 and music to the 25 most popular songs of faith, freedom, 
hope, and the spirit. 

ML54.6.N495 G6 1998 


HARLEM: The Vision of Morgan and Marvin Smith 

by Morgan Smith. 

Black and white photos of the famous and not-so-famous of the 1930s and ‘40s. 
F128.H3 S65 1997 Folio 


HONEY, HUSH! An Anthology of African American Women’s Humor 
edited by Daryl Cumber Dance. 

Excerpts from the works of more than 100 women, including Dorothy West, 
Sojourner Truth, and Maya Angelou. 

PN6231.N5 H66 1998 


IMAGINE BEING MORE AFRAID OF FREEDOM THAN SLAVERY: Poems 
by Pamela Sneed, a Boston native. 
PS3569.N34 138 1998 


JAZZ IN BLACK AND WHITE: Race, Culture, and Identity in the Jazz 
Community 

by Charley Gerard. 

"Do only those that lived the blues have the right to play the blues?" 
ML3508 .G47 1998 


A KNOCK AT MIDNIGHT: Inspiration from the Great Sermons of Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

edited by Clayborne Carson & Peter Holloran. 

Eleven sermons introduced by ministers and theologians, including Desmond Tutu 
and Billy Graham. 

BV4241.5 .K56 1998 


LIKE THE SINGING COMING OFF THE DRUMS: Love Poems 
by Sonia Sanchez. 

Includes tributes to Tupac and Ella Fitzgerald. 

PS3569.A468 L5 1998 


OPRAH WINFREY SPEAKS: Insight from the World’s Most Influential Voice 
by Janet Lowe. 

She speaks on everything from role models and romance to her own worst mistakes. 
PN1992.4.W56 A3 1998 


RENAISSANCE 

by Ruth Forman. 

The second book of poems from the award-winning author of We Are the Young 
Magicians. 

PS3556.07334 R46 1997 


STYLIN’: African American Expressive Culture from Its Beginnings to the 
Zoot Suit 

by Shane White. 

"How African Americans have clothed themselves, styled their hair, and 
communicated meaning through gesture, dance, and other forms of bodily display." 
E185.86 .W4388 1998 


THIEVES OF PARADISE 

by Yusef Komunyakaa. 

Poetry from the Pulitzer Prize winner. 
PS3561.0455 T45 1998 


History 


*Recommended for Teens 


* AFRICANS IN AMERICA: America’s Journey through Slavery 
by Charles Johnson. 

A companion to the PBS series. 

E441 .J65 1998 


BLACK LEADERSHIP 

by Manning Marable. 

From Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois to Harold Washington and Louis 
Farrakhan. Conclusion: more grass roots empowerment and less charisma are 
needed. 

E185.615 .M2783 1998 


BLACK MOVEMENTS IN AMERICA 

by Cedric J. Robinson. 

About "the largely unknown history of mass Black political movements." 
E185.86 .R68 1997 


*BLACK PIONEERS: Images of the Black Experience on the North American 
Frontier 

by John W. Ravage. 

More than 200 portraits and photographs. 

E185.925 .R38 1997 


BLACK VALOR: Buffalo Soldiers and the Medal of Honor, 1870-1898 
by Frank N. Schubert. 

Biographies of the decorated soldiers and the military unit histories of their 
campaigns. 

E185.925 .S43 1997 


THE CHILDREN 

by David Halberstam. 

This history of the Civil Rights Movement focuses on a young group of future civil 
rights leaders involved in Nashville’s first sit-in. 

E185.61 .H195 1998 


THE LAST CRUSADE: Martin Luther King, Jr., the FBI, and the Poor People’s 
Campaign 

by Gerald D. McKnight. 

Did the FBI do in the Poor People’s Campaign? 

E185.97 .K5 M38 1998 


LEGENDARY PIONEERS OF BLACK RADIO 

by Gilbert A. Williams. 

Interviews with disk jockeys of the 1940s and ‘50s. 
ML406 .W56 1998 


LEST WE FORGET: The Passage from Africa to Slavery and Emancipation 
by Velma Maia Thomas. 

A three-dimensional interactive book with photographs and documents from the 
Black Holocaust Exhibit. 

E441 .T49 1997 

LIKE MEN OF WAR: Black Troops in the Civil War, 1862-1865 

by Noah Andre Trudeau. 

A battle-by-battle account related at the pace of a good combat novel. 

E540.N3 T78 1998 


MODERN BLACK NATIONALISM: From Marcus Garvey to Louis Farrakhan 
edited by William L. Van Deburg. 

Primary documents, speeches, pamphlets and essays, among them the SNCC 
position paper Black Power and James Forman’s Black Manifesto. 

E185.61 .M676 1997 


*"MY MIND SET ON FREEDOM": A History of the Civil Rights Movement, 
1954-1968 

by John A. Salmond. 

A compact (163 pages), detailed account that evokes the drama of the era. 
E185.61 .S28 1997 


PILLAR OF FIRE: America in the King Years, 1963-65 

by Taylor Branch. 

Second in a planned trilogy that began with the Pulitzer Prize-winning Parting the 
Waters. 

E185.61 .B7915 1998 


A SHINING THREAD OF HOPE: The History of Black Women in America 
by Darlene Clark Hine. 

From Civil War spies to pioneers in the Civil Rights Movement. 

E185.86 .H68 1998 


THE SLAVE TRADE: The Story of the Atlantic Slave Trade: 1440-1870 

by Hugh Thomas. 

"Who were the slavers, how profitable was the business, why did many African rulers 
and peoples collaborate?" 

HT985 .T47 1997 


THE TRIALS OF ANTHONY BURNS: Freedom and Slavery in Emerson’s Boston 
by Albert J. Von Frank. 


This fugitive slave case intensified opposition to slavery in Massachusetts and 
beyond. 
E450 .B93 V66 1998 


TROUBLE IN MIND: Black Southerners in the Age of Jim Crow 

by Leon F. Litwack. 

The full horror of legalized segregation from the end of Reconstruction to World War 
I. 

E185.6 .L68 1998 


Old and New Africa 


*Recommended for Teens 


AFRICA: A BIOGRAPHY OF THE CONTINENT 

by John Reader. 

Geology, prehistory, the rise and fall of ancient civilizations, the colonial and post- 
colonial periods: it’s all here. 

DT20 .R43 1998 

AFRICA IN CHAOS 

by George B.N. Ayittey. 

Does Africa risk becoming the lost continent? A call for radical change. 

HC800 .A98 1998 


DESERT FLOWER: The Extra-ordinary Journey of a Desert Nomad 

by Waris Dirie. 

From Somali runaway teen to super-model and United Nations Special Ambassador. 
HQ1236.5 .S58 D57 1998 


NELSON MANDELA: A Biography 

by Martin Meredith. 

A public and private history of the South African president. 
DT1949.M35 M47 1998 


THE RISE & FALL OF THE ZULU NATION 

by John Laband. 

The internal politics and external conflicts of the 19-century kingdom. 
DT2400.Z85 L32 1997 


Opinions 
*Recommended for Teens 


BLACK GENIUS 

by Dick Russell. 

Thematically interwoven portraits of almost three dozen artists, intellectuals, and 
historical figures, including Boston’s Elma Lewis. 

E185.86 .R88 1998 


THE BLACK NOTEBOOKS 
by Toi Derricotte. 


A poet’s exploration of herself as a white-looking black woman in America today. 
PS32554.E73 Z464 1997 


BLACK ON WHITE: Black Writers on What It Means to Be White 
edited and introduced by David R. Roediger. 

140 years of essays. 

E185.61 .B586 1998 


BLUES LEGACIES AND BLACK FEMINISM: Gertrude "Ma" Rainey, Bessie 
Smith, and Billie Holiday 

by Angela Yvonne David. 

How her theories of class and social consciousness bear on the lives and works of 
these artists. 

ML3521 .D355 1998 


GETTING BEYOND RACE: The Changing American Culture 

by Richard J. Payne. 

The author contends that the very concept of race is weakened by fundamental 
changes throughout American culture. 

E184.A1 P36 1998 


CIVILITY: Manners, Morals, and the Etiquette of Democracy 
by Stephen L. Carter. 

Part II of the proposed trilogy that began with Integrity. 

JC336 .C35 1998 


NAPOLEON HILL’S KEYS TO POSITIVE THINKING: 10 Steps to Health, 
Wealth, and Success 

interpreted & updated by Michael J. Ritt, Jr. 

Although Hill has been dead for 20 years, this update reinforces his concept of PMA: 
Positive Mental Attitude. 

BF637.S8 R487 1998 


THE ORDEAL OF INTEGRATION: Progress and Resentment in America’s 
"Racial" Crisis 

by Orlando Patterson. 

A Harvard professor emphasizes concrete solutions. 

E185.615 .P35 1997 


SOMEONE ELSE’S HOUSE: America’s Unfinished Struggle for Integration 
by Tamar Jacoby. 

Examines New York, Detroit, and Atlanta. 

F128.9.N4 J34 1998 


Personalities 
*Recommended for Teens 


* BASQUIAT: A QUICK KILLING IN ART 

by Phoebe Hoban. 

A drug overdose took the life of this graffiti artist at 28. 
N6537.B233 H63 1998 


BETTY SHABAZZ: A Sisterfriends’ Tribute in Words and Pictures 
edited by Jamie Foster Brown. 

Includes Maxine Waters, Ruby Dee, Johnetta Cole, and Maya Angelou. 
BP223.Z8 S543 1998 


CRABCAKES: A Memoir 

by James Alan McPherson. 

How a Pulitzer Prize-winning author had to travel to Japan to find the acceptance and 
community that he could not find at home. 

PS3557.A355 Z476 1998 


DANCING WITH STRANGERS: A Memoir 

by Mel Watkins. 

Coming of age in the ‘60s, this former editor of The New York Times Book 
Review grew up in mainstream America and formed his position on race by 
reading, not by marching. 

F499.Y8 W38 1998 


DEFENDING THE SPIRIT: A Black Life in America 

by Randall Robinson. Autobiography of the founder and president of Trans-Africa, a 
lobby organization dedicated to African and Caribbean issues. 

E185.97.R665 A3 1998 


EQUAL JUSTICE UNDER LAW: An Autobiography 

by Constance Baker Motley. 

A black female lawyer looks at the Civil Rights Movement. 
KF373.M64 A34 1998 


*FABRIC OF DREAMS: Designing My Own Success 

by Anthony Mark Hankins with Debbie Markley. 

At 7 he made a dress for his mother; at 28 he heads his $40 million clothing 
company. 

TT505.H265 A3 1998 


*THE FLIGHT OF JESSE LEROY BROWN 

by Theodore Taylor. 

Not only did he break racial barriers; he was also the first Black to fly a Navy fighter 
and the first in naval carrier combat. 

V63.B75 T39 1998 


*FOR THE LOVE OF GAME: My Story 

by Michael Jordan, edited by Mark Vancil. 

His career, from game-winning basket in the 1982 finals to game-winning basket in 
the 1998 NBA finals. A lavishly illustrated memoir. 

GV884.J67 A28 1998 


ELLA BAKER: Freedom Bound 

by Joanne Grant. 

She worked with the major figures of labor, civil rights, and peace 
movements, not in the front lines but as an organizer behind-the-scenes. 
E185.97.B214 G72 1998 


*GIRL IN THE MIRROR: Three Generations of Black Women in Motion 
by Natasha Tarpley. 

The poet’s family memoir. 

PS3570.A6474 G57 1998 


HOW SWEET THE SOUND: My Life with God and Gospel 

by Cissy Houston. 

A first career as a "preferred background vocalist" to Aretha Franklin and Dionne 
Warwicke; a second career as a "stage mom" to Whitney. 

ML420.H674 A3 1998 


I WILL SURVIVE: The Book 

by Gloria Gaynor. 

How the "Queen of Disco" fought drugs, alcohol, and bankruptcy for a new life and 
career in gospel music. 

ML420.G307 A3 1997 


INTO THE TIGER’S JAW: America’s First Black Marine Aviator. 

The autobiography of Lt. Gen. Frank E. Petersen with J. Alfred Phelps. He served in 
Korea and Vietnam. 

VE25.P48 A3 1998 


JOHN COLTRANE: His Life and Music 

by Lewis Porter. 

A jazz scholar includes unpublished interviews, photos, and genealogical documents. 
ML419.C645 P65 1998 


KING OF THE WORLD: Muhammad Ali and the Rise of an American Hero 

by David Remnick. 

"Clay rebelled against everything and everyone who would keep him and his people 
down." 

GV1132.A44 R46 1998 


*THE LADY, THE MELODY, & THE WORD: The Inspirational Story of the First 
Lady of Gospel 

by Shirley Caesar. 

Her family, her struggles during the Civil Rights Movement in North Carolina, and her 
career in music and the ministry. 

ML420.C175 A3 1998 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF RON BROWN: A Memoir by His Daughter 

by Tracey L. Brown. 

President Clinton’s Secretary of Commerce, who was killed in a plane crash in 
Croatia. 

E840.8.B77 B76 1998 


LOOKING FOR FARRAKHAN 

by Florence Hamlish Levinsohn. 

A political journalist examines how Eugene Walcott, the West Indian kid from Boston, 
became Louis Farrakhan, the leader of the Nation of Islam. 

BP223.Z8 F386 1997 


MILITANT MEDIATOR—Whitney M. Young, Jr. 

by Dennis C. Dickerson. 

Was the conservative head of the National Urban League naive in believing his color 
would not hinder his rise in the upper echelons of white political power? 
E185.97.Y635 D53 1998 


PAUL ROBESON: Artist and Citizen 
edited & introduced by Jeffrey C. Stewart. 
Richly illustrated biographical essays. 
E185.97.R63 P37 1998 


*PURPLE REIGN: The Artist Formerly Known as Prince 

by Liz Jones. 

Interviews with family, colleagues, friends, and The Artist show the musical evolution 
of the rock musician. 

ML420.P974 J66 1998 


SEVENTH CHILD: A Family Memoir of Malcolm X 

by Rodnell P. Collins. 

According to African mythology, the seventh son will lead his people; Malcolm was 
the seventh son! 

BP233.Z8 L57322 1998 


TWENTY FAMILIES OF COLOR IN MASSACHUSETTS 1742-1998 
by Franklin A. Dorman. 

For the genealogist. 

F63 .D67 1998x 


THURGOOD MARSHALL: American Revolutionary 

by Juan Williams. 

Not the gruff, aloof Supreme Court Justice but a charismatic, man-about-town who 
rejected the teachings of both Malcolm X and Martin Luther King. 

KF8745.M34 W55 1998 


TRULY BLESSED 

by Teddy Pendergrass and Patricia Romanowski. 

How family and faith in God brought him back from women, cars, cognac, and 
cocaine before that near fatal accident; and afterwards, from depression, drug 
abuse, and thoughts of suicide. 

ML420.P44 A3 1998 


UNAFRAID OF THE DARK: A Memoir 

by Rosemary L. Bray. 

Having survived childhood with the help of A.D.C., the writer adds an informed, 
compassionate voice to the welfare reform debate. 

F548.9.N4 B73 1998 


WITH OSSIE AND RUBY: In This Life Together. 

"We were lucky enough to be born into the Struggle and from that we have achieved 
some sense of our worth as married people, lovers, and friends," say Davis and Dee. 
PN2285 .D28 1998 


WALKING WITH THE WIND: A Memoir of the Movement 

by John Lewis. 

How an Alabama sharecropper’s son joined "the children" and organized the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. 

E840.8.L43 A3 1998 


YOU HAVE TO STAND FOR SOMETHING, OR YOU’LL FALL FOR ANYTHING by 
Star Jones. 

Assistant D.A. turned TV personality, Star tells her life’s lessons. 

PN4874.J66 A3 1998 


This selected list was compiled by: 


Kendall Brothers, General Library, Teen Services 

Moonyean Carlton, General Library, Adult Reader and Information Services 
Marylou Coveney, Dudley Branch Library 

Janice Knight, Mattapan Branch Library 

Amy Manson, Jamaica Plain Branch Library 

Sarah Markell, Charlestown Branch Library 

Jacquelyn Hogan, Chairperson, Grove Hall Branch Library 


The content of this list was recompiled in 2022 by Kirsten DeCortin, Reader Services 
Librarian. The printed edition of this list has been lost to time, although its contents were 
recovered from the Internet Archive’s index of the Boston Public Library’s website. 


